
The Great Colorado Snowstorm 
December 1-5, 1913 

Jessica R. Smith 

Hollings Student 

National Weather Service 

Boulder, CO  



*What happened in the atmosphere that week? 

*Why did it happen? 

*What is important about this particular storm? 

*What were the impacts? 

*Could it happen again? 

Key Questions 



Top 10 Snowstorms in Denver 
1880-2013 

Date Denver Totals 

   Dec 1-5, 1913 45.7  

   Mar 17-19, 2003 31.8  

   Nov 2-4, 1946 30.4  

   Dec 24, 1982 23.8  

   Apr 21-23, 1885 23.0  

   Oct 20-23, 1906 22.7  

   Oct 24-25, 1997 21.9  

   Nov 26-27, 1983 21.5 

   Dec 20-21, 2006 20.7  

   Jan 29-31, 1883 ΣΫȢΥȱ 



1913 At a Glance 

*Winter started early; first 
snowfall occurred 
September 11. 

*October continued the 
trend, and was also quite 
cold. 

*November saw warmer than 
average temperatures. 

*Concern was developing for 
the lack of moisture; not 
much snow, only a little rain. 

October November December September 



*Meteorologists relied on surface maps to predict 
where the storm would travel (upper level maps of 
ÔÈÅ ÁÔÍÏÓÐÈÅÒÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ exist). 

*Many forecasts for the first week of December were 
ÏÆ ȰÍÉØÅÄ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÃÙȢȱ 

*End of the week storm was not foreseen. 

 

Forecasting the Storm 



Newspaper Weather Forecast 
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